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and the several departments of revenue, For this purpose a
Civil finance Commission was appointed, by whom were made
frequent recommendations in the direction of economy. It was
about this time that several important measures were taken in
hand, such as the abolition of the Indian Navy, and the substi-
tution in Bengal of imported English salt for salts locally
manufactured.

In these days Canning bestowed much thought on the con-
stitution of his -Council, especially attending to that part of it
which was mainly concerned in legislation. Already one Legis-
lative Council had been appointed (in 1854), consisting solely
of official persons selected by the Governor-General from
different parts, of India. It sat at Calcutta under the able
and distinguished presidency of Sir Barnes Peacock, then
Chief Justice of Bengal. But it was now deemed inadequate for
legislating in respect of all the local interests existing in a
widely extended empire. - After full discussion with the Govern-
ment in England, four Legislative Councils were constituted in
India, namely, one, that of the Governor-General, to sit wher-
ever he might appoint, and three pertaining to the provincial
Governments of Madras Bombay and Bengal, to sit within
the respective jurisdictions of those Governments. Non-official
'gentlemen were appointed members of these Councils to serve
together with the official members. At first men wondered
whether the local Councils would maintain the decorum and
gravity becoming their functions; and it was jocularly said
that the legitimate drama would be enacted in the Governor-
General's Council, and comedy or farce in the other Councils.
In practice, however, the proceedings of the local Councils have
been perfectly decorous.

As the interior of the empire .quieted itself after the political
storms, commercial and agricultural prosperity bounded for-
wards. Among other things, the rice and other products of
Bengal rose in price while one article, in the production of
which many European firms were concerned, namely indigo,
remained stationary. Consequently there arose serious disputes
between the Native cultivators of indigo and their European